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Passionate About Gardening
BY ADRIENNE ROETHLING,  DIRECTOR

If the last two years have taught us anything, it's that we’ve learned
to adapt. Just like the plants in our displays, adaptation is key to
survival. While we are slowly climbing over this hump, we’ve
encountered some ups and downs, complete misses, and home runs.
It’s all part of the learning process as we look forward to a
promising new year.
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Taking on the role as Director was an exiting
opportunity for my career. Fundraising has not
been part of my background, but even without
knowing it, every day was a fundraising
opportunity. It’s not about putting money in
our pockets, but more so finding the people
who share our passions. We added more
volunteers which meant adding more lights for
the Spectacular Holiday Blooms.

A big thank you goes to volunteers who collectively put in over 1000
hours last year alone to make flowers out of plastic bottles. Over 3500
people visited the light display and plans are well under way for
Christmas 2022.

Have you heard of the "Storytime Series" or the "Movie on the Lawn"?  
During 2022, we will have something to offer all ages.  
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Passionate About Gardening ... Cont'd
The plant geek in me still exhibits a passion for our collections and
quality displays. Our friends from the JC Raulston Arboretum in
Raleigh, NC donated over 100 plants which will be planted shortly. One
of our areas of focus is showcasing plants throughout the winter months.
Guests who expect to see flowers when visiting a garden will be greeted
by evergreens, conifers, plant structure, and ornamental bark. A chance
flower or two will also enhance your senses. If you visit the Garden now,
the fragrance of wintersweet, Chimonanthus praecox, will hit you in the
face. The light yellow form is planted on our Patio Terrace while the
darker yellow form is planted in the Japanese Garden Vignette. While
you are in the Vignette, pay close attention to the electric bark on many
of the Japanese maples or the graceful habit from the weeping Alaska
cedar. The Kitchen Garden too, has never looked better. Because of the
mild winter, cool season vegetables in the raised beds look outstanding
and the ornamental kale are showing off in the containers. 

Every day is a new learning curve regarding the state of the pandemic. As we tire
of wearing masks indoors, our outdoor Garden continues to be a place of peace,
hope and respite. Currently, there is no admission fee, but donations are always
welcome which allows our Garden to grow. If you visit often, consider becoming
a member.  Your membership can cover registration fees for most classes and
discounts in the garden shop or plant sales as well as perks when visiting 300+
member garden through the American Horticultural Society's reciprocal
program. 

As we transition into 2022, we are excited to see old and new faces, further
expansion of our garden displays and programs, and getting back to normal.  We  
are so very grateful to those who have given their time and financial support, we
know that we cannot do this without you!

News From the Wyatt & Dolores LeFever Garden Gift Shop
The Wyatt & Dolores LeFever Garden Shop is CLOSED during the month of January for
inventory. 

The Garden Shop will reopen on Tuesday, Feburary 1 with new hours.
       Tuesdays - Fridays, 10am-4pm
       Select Saturdays, 10am-2pm

We look forward to welcoming you back in February with a wonderful selection of
garden gifts.

Callitropsis nootkatensis 'Glauca Pendula'

Acer palmatum 'Sango kaku'



A Four-Season Garden: Winter “Proof”
BY JOSH WILLIAMS,  GARDEN MANAGER

Paul J. Ciener Botanical Garden is a four-season garden. Throughout the entire year, there is beauty to be found
and appreciated. 

In this first part of January, I want to highlight a few plants that exemplify the beauty in the Garden during the
winter.

Edgeworthia chrysantha
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Chimonanthus praecox or Wintersweet Shrub - A 15’ tall, 12’ wide deciduous
shrub. In January, bare branches are covered in yellowish and showy,
fragrant flowers. This one can be found on the Patio Terrace, where it
benefits from reflected heat. Its proximity to the buildings allow us to
enjoy the sight and smells without traveling to far out into the cold.

Edgeworthia chrysantha or Paperbush - A 7’ x 7’ deciduous plant. A stunning
silhouette of stems gives plenty of winter interest. In January, the tips are
adorned with a plethora of creamy yellow flowers that have a strong,
Gardenia-like fragrance. Edgeworthia grows best in light shade, moist but
well-drained, organic soils

Aspidistra elatior 'Snow Cap' or Snow Cap Cast-iron plant - A 30” tall,
evergreen ground cover. Loves deep to moderate shade and spreads slightly
slower than other varieties. I have fallen in love with this plant this winter.
Even though it has no showy flowers or fragrance, it pulls me into a
woodland garden with its solid diamond white tips, and a toughness and
vigor that never lets that color falter. I can spot them from a mile away,
cutting through a leafless forest. It plays so well with other woodland
staples - from the larger Rhododendrons to all of the dainty spring
ephemerals - making it a true four-season plant.

Chimonanthus praecox

Aspidistra elatior

January Plant of the Month
Helleborus xnigercors ‘COSEH 830’  -Go ld  Co l lect ion® Ice  Breaker  Pre lude  Chr is tmas  rose

Helleborus xnigercors is a cross between the Christmas rose, Helleborus niger and the Corsican hellebore,
Helleborus argutifolius. This hybrid results with no seedlings as it is a sterile form. Though, not related to roses
at all, some say the large, star-shaped flowers resemble that of a wild rose. Its common name, Christmas rose,
means that it typically blooms during the Christmas season. Here in the Piedmont of North Carolina, expect
blooms in January and February. Beginning in January, numerous, large sepals (modified flowers), open pure
white, standing on 6-8” stalks just above the palmate (consisting of joined leaflets, like the shape of your hand)
emerald green leaves. Sepals fade to green extending the flower season for several more weeks. Gold Collection®
Ice Breaker Prelude Christmas rose has been growing in the garden since 2015. Growing best in partial shade with
the sharp drainage, expect plants to reach 18” wide at maturity.
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Volunteer Spotlight
Our talented and hardworking volunteers are one of the great strengths of Paul J. Ciener Botanical Garden.
These dedicated volunteers are vital to the operations of the Garden, and enjoy the beauty of nature while
generously giving their time and talents in all aspects of the Garden. Here is a look back at some of their
accomplishments in 2021.

Membership
Paul J. Ciener Botanical Garden is located in the heart of the Kernersville historic downtown district.
Memberships help the Garden provide valuable educational opportunities to people of all ages and help in the
development of new garden spaces as we continue to grow. Individual/Family Memberships are $50 annually.
Member benefits include a 10% discount at the Garden's Plant Sales and the Garden Gift Shop, free admission to
the Garden's "Lunch and Learn" and "Summer Thursday" lectures, discounted rates for classes and workshops,
preferred registration to outings for members, free subscription to Better Homes & Gardens or Martha Stewart
Living compliments of American Public Gardens Association, discounts to over 300 gardens throughout North
America and the Cayman Islands through the American Horticultural Society, and more! Join or renew your
membership online and your name will be entered into a drawing for our Plant of the Month. Congratulations
John & Cindy Largen, our December winner. They will receive a strand of hand-crafted tulip lights like those
displayed during our Spectacular Holiday Blooms.

Top (left to right): Boy Scouts from Troop 600 planting the Discovery Garden, Lori Chludzinski and Gail Steele 'planting' tulips for the
Spectacular Holiday Blooms, Volunteers planting the Annual Border
Bottom (left to right): Butterfly houses made by Eagle Scout Jake Priddy, Steven Barnes working in the Woodland Garden, Carol Penney
leading a song during Storytime in the Garden, Girl Scouts from Troop 2469 'planting' flowers for the Spectacular Holiday Blooms as part
of a service project



Kindermusik Playdate at the Garden
Tuesday, February 1, 10:30 - 11:30am: Let Me Call You Sweetheart
RSVP HERE

Join us at the Garden for a KINDERMUSIK PLAYDATE! Grown-ups and children from infants to 6-year-olds
will have loads of fun together singing, dancing, playing instruments, and listening to a story. 

FREE, recommended for ages 6 and under. Taught by Master Kindermusik Educator, Carol Penney.
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Upcoming Events
For more  information or  to  register  for  our  events ,  v i s i t  our  website ,
www.cienerbotanicalgarden.org  or  ca l l  336-996-7888.

Lunch & Learn Conversations: Simple Propagation Techniques
Thursday, January 20, 12:00 - 1:00pm
$5 / Free to PJCBG members
REGISTER HERE

It's never to early to start thinking about the spring growing season. Join Josh Williams, Garden Manager, as he
discusses the best practices for propagating plants. He will share tips on propagating from seeds and cuttings, so
you can prepare to grow strong vegetable and annual seedlings. Bring your questions, this will be a lively
conversation!

**This Lunch & Learn will be held in-person and via zoom. The zoom link will be emailed to registrants in the
confirmation email.

Director's Choice Tour
Wednesday, January 26, 10:00 - 11:00am
Wednesday, February 23, 10:00 - 11:00am
$10 / $7 PJCBG members
REGISTER HERE

Explore Paul J. Ciener Botanical Garden from the Director's point of view. Adrienne Roethling, Director, will
select a new topic each month and take you on a unique tour of the Garden. Past tours have featured the plants
of the Japanese Garden Vignette and a behind the scenes look at the Spectacular Holiday Blooms.

Curious to know what this month's topic will be? Join us to find out!

https://www.cienerbotanicalgarden.org/events-1/kindermusik-playdate-let-me-call-you-sweetheart-2022-02-01-10-30
https://www.cienerbotanicalgarden.org/events-1/lunch-learn-conversations-simple-propagation-techniques
https://www.cienerbotanicalgarden.org/events-1/directors-choice-tour-2022-01-26-10-00


Lunch & Learn Conversations: Vegetable Gardening 101
Thursday, February 17, 12:00 - 1:00pm
$5 / Free to PJCBG members
REGISTER HERE

What should I plant in my kitchen garden? When should I plant my garden? How and where should I plant my
garden? Josh Williams, Garden Manager will answer these questions and more as he shares what it takes to have a
successful and fruitful kitchen garden. Topics to include intercropping, companion planting, square foot
gardening, crop rotations, permaculture, soil building processes, biological controls and more! Come find out
how it’s all connected, and how these lessons learned can be applied elsewhere around the home and garden.

**This Lunch & Learn will be held in-person and via zoom. The zoom link will be emailed to registrants in the
confirmation email.

Red Cross Blood Drive
Wednesday, February 9, 12:30 - 5:00pm
Monday, March 7, 11:00am - 3:30pm
Monday, June 27, 11:00am - 3:30pm

Roll up your sleeves and help save lives! Each pint of blood we collect can help save up to three lives and will
touch the lives of so many more. What a great way to pay it forward and make an impact on people in our
community and across the country. Use RapidPass to complete your pre-reading and donation questions online,
to reduce the time spent at the drive by 15 minutes. Blood donations  will be tested for sickle cell trait from self-
identified African American donors. To schedule an appointment, visit www.redcrossblood.org.
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Upcoming Events ... Cont'd
For more  information or  to  register  for  our  events ,  v i s i t  our  website ,
www.cienerbotanicalgarden.org  or  ca l l  336-996-7888.

Girl Scouts In Bloom
Saturday, March 19, 9:00am - 1:00pm
$7/Girl Scout, $7/Adult
REGISTER HERE

Join us at Paul J. Ciener Botanical Garden to learn about gardens and flowers while participating in hands-on
activities. This event is open to Junior Girl Scouts, Troop Leaders, and their parent chaperones. Girl Scouts will
explore the Garden and complete requirements towards earning the Flower and Gardener badges and participate
in activities to earn the custom Ciener Botanical Garden Patch! Current Girl Scouts and their chaperones only –
please no siblings. Timed entry, allow for at least 2 hours to complete all activities.

**This event will follow all local and GSCP2P COVID-19 guidelines.

https://www.cienerbotanicalgarden.org/events-1/lunch-learn-conversations-vegetable-gardening-101
https://www.redcrossblood.org/donate-blood/manage-my-donations/rapidpass.html
https://www.redcrossblood.org/
https://www.cienerbotanicalgarden.org/events-1/girl-scouts-in-bloom


2021 Giving
We would l ike  to  thank a l l  the  donors  who have  supported the  Garden throughout
this  past  year
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Charles & Mary Lois Brummitt
Greg Ciener
Ron & Joann Cloer
Sue Davis
Doris Deal
Nancy Foster
Howard Upchurch & Joe Hoemann
Duane & Diane Long
Joellen Parks
Piedmont Carolina Nursery
- Mark Peters
Rick & Beth Pierce
John & Patty Stone
Ray & Pat Thomas
Janie Veach

Trellis Society ($1,000+)

$500 - $999
Shirley O'Brien
Berkeley Harris
Jeff & Lee Hatling
Kernersville Women's Club
Ronnie & Bobbie Roberts
Cathi Walker
Martha Yarborough

Daryl Adams
Linda Adornetto
Ken & Lezah Arney
Larry Averill
John Bain
Hilda Barry
Janet Beavers
Barbara Black
Malcolm & Patty Brown
George and Elizabeth
Burfeind
Judith Burns
Stewart Butler
Teresa Caine

$100 - $499

Catharine Canevari & Horst Joseph
John & Suzanne Carlson
Lynn F. Christensen
Clem & Hayes Clement
Mary Stuart P. Cosby
Stuart Cosby
Williams Cosby & Lisa Johnson
Kelly Cote
David & Janet Craft
Chip & Mary Eliza Duckett
EME Industrial Services, LLC
- James Hamm
Robert Frank
Bo & Jenny Fulton
Robert & Barbara Gibbons
Guilford Garden Center
- Christina Larson
Betty Hackney
Steve & Toni Hays
Leslie Hollan
Dawn Holshouser
Bob & Mary Beth Hunt
Juanita Jennings
Dale Jessup
Stephen & Susan Kefer
Joan King
Paul & Phebe Kirkman
Clarence & Kathy
Lambe, Jr.
Elizabeth Larson
Laura & Addisyn Lewallen
Grey Lineweaver
Klaus & Ruth Mackert
Elizabeth Martin
Shanna Moore
New Irving Park Garden Club
Richard & Mary Lou Pozzo
Tom & Robin Prince
Larry & Cheryl Redfearn
Hans & Ellen Roethling

Rowan County Master Gardeners
Catherine Savinelli
James Schofield
Glenn & Cindy Scott
Spade & Trowel Garden Club
Terry & Phyllis Stewart
Art & Linda Taft
Tarheel Garden Club
Mary Truslow
George & Lynda Waldrep
Chieko Walker
Lewis & Cynthia Ward
John & Val Wheeler
Jane Ann Wimbush
Mindy Wolfe
JG Wolfe
Dana Woody
Ronald Wooten

$1 - $99
Tina Adams
Carolyn Alexander
JC Aller
Dawn Anderson
Steven & Bernadine Barnes
Angela Beaver
Mike & Pam Beck
James & Martha Berry
Deborah Blanton-Warren
Bill & Lois Bodsford
Trisha Bolles
Greg & Jeannette Borst
Toby & Becky Bost
Donna Bowman
Vikki Brandstetter
Kris Browne
Anne Butler
Sherry Campbell
Bob & Linda Cappel
Lori Chludzinski
Katherine Coll



2021 Giving
We would l ike  to  thank a l l  the  donors  who have  supported the  Garden throughout
this  past  year
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$1 - $99 Cont'd
Stephen Conrad
Valerie Cooke
Pia Corder
Regina Cybulski
Antoinette Czajkowski
Betsy Dagenhart
Lisa Danley
David & Jayne Danner
John & Grace Davis
Phyllis Davis
Debbie Dawson
Gay Dillard
Rosemary Dippert
Nancy Downs
Constance Duling
Lucille Duncan
Richard & Stephanie Dunnginton
$1 - $99
Tom & Robin Dyer
Julia Everhart
James Fatzinger
Debbie Ferguson
Gail Finley-Steele
David & Wanda Formisani
Anthony Fragola
Jane Freeze
Barabara Frye
Kathy Gale
Lynn F. Gibbs
Porter & Martha Halyburton
Wade & Jan Hampton
Jessica Hanson
Sharon Heck
Herb Society of America, NC Unit
Barbara Hill
Gloria Holt & Jim Brantley
Vicky Hooks
Debra Horning & Jill Carraway
Rose Howell

Kent & Angie Huffman
Patti Huggins & Buzz Greene
Carolyn Hunt
Robert & Bethy Jackle
Jill Jerez
Di Jones
Luray Jordan
Edward & Cheryl Kearns
Josephine Kelley
Susan Kerner
Melvin Kiser
Robert & Lisa Kushner
Janet Lamar
John & Cindy Largen
Paula Leggett
Ron & Diana Lentz
John & Linda Lewis
Marie Lewis
Damian Loncar
Kari Maddox
Cindy Manger
Patricia Martinez
Kem McAllister
Edgar McGee
Frankie Mefford
Nathan & Suzanne Meyer
Ruth Mitcham
Mary Mudge
Marc Newman
Janice Nicholson
Pat Noel
Carol Norris
Jim & Barbara North
Oak Ridge Garden Club
William & JoAnn Owings
Kevin & Penny Parsley
Darlene Pearson
Charlene Pell
Carol Penney
Bruce Petersen

Jane Pevarnik
Cathy Pierce
Joe & Kay Pinnix
Suzanne Pollock
Helen Prince
Linda Rauch
Ken & Debbie Ringeman
Kristi Roberts
Adrienne Roethling
Melissa Rollins
Carolyn Salman
Caydee Savinelli
Tanner & Macy Scott
Patricia Shankle
Carolyn Shaver
Jo Ann Shaw
Sue Smith
Gary & Ann Smithwick
Susan Sears Snow
Antionette Soos
Ed & Trish Sprague
Paul & Barbara Stewart
Deborah Strube
Maria Sturges
Cilie Sutton
Nina Sweet
Ron & Paula Swonguer
Sylvia Tazbir & Jim Hout
Anne Tezak
Cheryl Tilley
Glenn Travis
Bill & Barbara Truehart
Patricia Tucker
Thomas & Beth Vaught
Joe & Anita Vigorito
Edwin & Nelie Walker
Ann Walter-Fromson & Paul Fromson
Leslie Wanchick
George & Joan Weaver
Marcia Weaver



2021 Giving
We would l ike  to  thank a l l  the  donors  who have  supported the  Garden throughout
this  past  year
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$1 - $99 Cont'd
Martin & Debra Weaver
June Webb
Stephen & Janice Westmoreland
Anna Weston
Joyce Whalen
Susan White
Ellen Whitlock
Janet Williams
Ron & Janet Williams
Brock & Sue Williams
Dan & Shirley Wood

In Memory Of
Dr. Stanford Beard
  Eldon & Pam Beard
Karen Ciener
  Lisa Alley & Friends
  Ron & Diana Lentz
  Elizabeth Martin
Ellen Cosby
  Mary Stuart P. Cosby
  Stuart Cosby
  Williams Cosby & Lisa Johnson
  Josephine Kelley

Lou Martin 
  Cheryl Tilley
Michael Roberts 
  Jessica Hanson
Adrienne Roethling 
  Christina Larson
  Leslie Hollan
Trish Sprague 
  John & Patty Stone
Josh Williams 
  Christina Larson
Robert Yokely 
  Mindy Wolfe

In Honor Of

Evergreen Society
(Legacy Donors)
Charles & Mary Lois Brummitt
David Ciener
Greg Ciener
Nancy Foster
James & Barbara Taite
Amy Cooke Warren
John Whisnant
Dorothy Whisnant
John G. & Bobbie Wolfe, III

Dolores LeFever
  'The Trolls'
Lynn Winfrey
  Ron Wooten
Shirley Wooten
  Ron Wooten

Lisa Alley & Friends
Mike & Kim Babyak
Eldon & Pam Beard
Brent & Becky's Bulbs
Lisa Bugg
Greg Ciener
David & Kristi Ciener
Leadership Kernersville
     - Class of 2021
Lisa Dunlap
Glenda Evans
JC Ralston Arboretum
     - Mark Weathington
Kim King
David LeFever
Bob & Marian Lovenshimer
Plant Delights Nursery 
     - Tony Avent
Jim Schofield
Carolyn Shaver
Sign Resources - Jim Braun
Simmons Office Interiors

In Kind Donors

Grants
Kernersville Foundation
NC General Assembly
Town of Kernersville

Corporate Sponsors
Advanced Benefits Consultants
Brooke Cashion & Associates
C&C Facility Services
Captain Toms
Caudill's
Edward Jones - Office of Doug Duvall
Fidelity Bank
GrowinGreen
John G. Wolfe, III & Associates
Kerner Ridge Assisted Living and
      Arbor Ridge at Kernersville 
Kernersville Garden Club
Kiwanis Club of Kernersville
Hopkins Road Animal Hospital
Law Office of A.L. Collins
Lawrence E. Pope Foundation
Loflin Concrete Co., Inc.
Lung & Sleep Wellness Center
Mabe Steel, Inc. 
North Ridge Building Supply
Novant Health Forsyth Pediatrics
Olympic Family Restaurant
Pam Cooke Communications
Roberts Realty
Smiles by Design
Solace IT Solutions
State Farm - Kevin Bugg
The Reuben Rink Company
Tops & Trends
Tri City Real Estate

Sally Smith
Trish Sprague
Target of Kernersville- Jim Waddell
Pat Thomas
Todco - Todd Warfford



Staff
Adrienne Roethling
Director

Kristin Hennig
Programs Officer

Diana Day
Facilities Rental Coordinator

Josh Williams
Garden Manager

Vikki Brandstetter
Gardener

Lisa Dunlap
Gift Shop

Trish Sprague
Gardener

Mainor Melgar
Gardener

Board of Directors
David B. Ciener
President & Treasurer

Gregory M. Ciener
Vice President

Ron Cloer
Duane Long
Joellen Parks
Joe Pinnix
Patty Stone
Janie Veach


